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:By the end of this course, participants will be able to

.Understand the concepts of ecosystem services and natural capital

Identify provisioning, regulating, cultural, and supporting services in various ecosystems

Apply basic tools and methods for valuing ecosystem services e

.Explore how policy, planning, and business can incorporate nature's value

.Develop strategies for ecosystem conservation and restoration

.Communicate the importance of nature in economic and social development

.Support sustainability goals through informed decision-making e
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Section 1: Introduction to Ecosystem Services and Natural Capital

.What are ecosystem services? Definitions and key ideas e
.Understanding natural capital: ecosystems as valuable assets e
.Historical background and scientific basis of the concepts e

.Why ecosystem services matter to people, economies, and climate e
.The difference between intrinsic and instrumental value of nature e
.Overview of global initiatives related to ecosystem services e

.Common misconceptions and communication challenges e

Section 2: Types and Functions of Ecosystem Services

.Provisioning services: food, freshwater, wood, medicine e

.Regulating services: air quality, water purification, climate regulation e
.Cultural services: recreation, spiritual value, sense of place e
.Supporting services: soil health, nutrient cycling, pollination e
.Real-life examples of ecosystem services in rural and urban contexts e
Identifying ecosystem services in your local region e

.The role of biodiversity in maintaining ecosystem functions e



Section 3: Assessing and Valuing Nature’s Services

.Why valuation matters: making nature visible in decisions e

.Key methods: market pricing, replacement cost, benefit transfer, contingent valuation e
.Tools and databases: INVEST, TEEB, and other valuation platforms e

.Case studies: community forests, watersheds, and coastal systems e

.Limitations and ethical considerations in valuing ecosystems e

.Cost-benefit analysis for green infrastructure and land-use options e

.Data collection and stakeholder involvement in assessments e

Section 4: Policy, Business, and Governance Tools

Integrating ecosystem services into national and local policy e

.(Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA e
.Nature-based solutions in urban planning and infrastructure e

.Business strategies: supply chain sustainability and nature risk

.Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES) and conservation financing e

International frameworks: CBD, IPBES, SDGs, and more e

.Partnerships across government, private sector, and communities e

Section 5: Conservation, Restoration, and Future Directions

.Principles of ecosystem-based conservation e

.Restoration ecology: bringing degraded systems back to life
.Community-based and indigenous-led conservation practices e
.Adaptive management: responding to change and uncertainty e
.Future trends: green economies, circular systems, and digital tools
.Innovation and technology in ecosystem service mapping e

.Planning long-term strategies for sustainable natural capital use e
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